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Opening Music: The Lord’s Prayer by Susan Boyle
INTRODUCTION
 As if this were the only time, and this the only place, and we the only people
ALL  Jesus Christ will meet us
 As if this were the only time, and this the only place, and we the only people
ALL  Let us worship God

COLLECT

READING: Psalm 23 from “The Voice”

 The Eternal is my shepherd, He cares for me always.

	 He	provides	me	rest	in	rich,	green	fields
    beside streams of refreshing water.
     He soothes my fears;
 
 He makes me whole again,
	 steering	me	off	worn,	hard	paths
 to roads where truth and righteousness echo His name.

 Even in the unending shadows of death’s darkness,
 I am not overcome by fear.
 Because You are with me in those dark moments,
 near with Your protection and guidance,
 I am comforted.

 You spread out a table before me,
 provisions in the midst of attack from my enemies;
 You care for all my needs, anointing my head with soothing, fragrant oil,
	 filling	my	cup	again	and	again	with	Your	grace.

 Certainly Your faithful protection and loving provision will pursue me
 where I go, always, everywhere.
 I will always be with the Eternal,
 in Your house forever.

ALL  May God guide each of us in the way of Christ
  Whatever our age or experience
  May the love of God speak to us all
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THE GOSPEL
 Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
ALL Glory to you O Lord

Jesus the Good Shepherd

‘Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but 
climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is 
the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep 
hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has 
brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because 
they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him 
because	they	do	not	know	the	voice	of	strangers.’	Jesus	used	this	figure	of	speech	
with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them.

So, again Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All 
who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 
I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out 
and	find	pasture.	The	thief	comes	only	to	steal	and	kill	and	destroy.	I	came	that	
they may have life, and have it abundantly.

 This is the gospel of the Lord
ALL Praise to you O Christ

Sermon
Intercessions
Music: The Prayer
INVITATION

Our Lord Jesus Christ was always the guest. In the homes of many 
followers. He was always the guest. At the meals of the wealthy, where 
he pled the case of the poor, He was always the guest. Upsetting polite 
company, befriending isolated people, welcoming the stranger, He was 
always the guest. But here at this table He is the host. Those who wish to 
serve	him	must	first	be	served	by	him.	Those	who	want	to	follow	Him	must	
first	be	fed	by	Him.	Those	who	would	wash	his	feet	must	first	let	him	make	
them clean. For this is the table where God intends us to be nourished. This 
is the time when Christ can make us new. So come you who hunger and 
thirst for a deeper faith, for a better life, for a fairer world. Jesus Christ who 
has sat at our tables, now invites us to be his guests.
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What we do here, we do to remember Jesus. To his followers in every age, 
Jesus gave an example and command, rooted in the experience he shared 
with his disciples in an upstairs room in Jerusalem.

Today we take this bread and this water, the produce of earth and human 
labour. In our fellowship and in our sharing, Jesus promises to be present, 
through these Christ can make us whole.

 The Lord be with you
ALL And also with you    
 Lift up your hearts
ALL We lift them to the Lord
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
ALL It is right to give thanks and praise

It is indeed right, for you made us, and before us you made the world we 
inhabit, and before the world you made the eternal home in which, through 
Christ we have a place.

All that is spectacular, all that is plain have their origin in you; all that is 
lovely,	all	who	are	loving,	point	to	you	as	their	fulfilment.

And grateful as we are for the world we know and the universe beyond, we 
particularly praise you, whom eternity cannot contain, for coming to earth 
and entering time in Jesus.

For his life which informs our living, for his compassion which changes our 
hearts, for his clear speaking which contradicts our harmless generalities, for 
his	disturbing	presence,	his	innocent	suffering,	his	fearless	dying,	his	rising	
to life breathing forgiveness, we praise you and worship him.

Here too our gratitude rises for the promise of the Holy Spirit, who even yet, 
even now, confronts us with your claims and attracts us to your goodness.

Therefore, we gladly join our voices to the song of the church on earth and 
in heaven:

ALL HOLY, HOLY, HOLY LORD
 GOD OF POWER AND MIGHT
 HEAVEN AND EARTH ARE FULL OF YOUR GLORY. HOSSANA IN THE   
 HIGHEST
 BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD. HOSSANA  
 IN THE HIGHEST   
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And	now,	lest	we	believe	that	our	praise	alone	fulfils	your	purpose,	we	fall	
silent and remember him who came because words weren’t enough. 

(silence)

Setting our wisdom, our will, our words aside, emptying our hearts, and 
bringing nothing in our hands we yearn for the healing, the holding, the 
accepting,	the	forgiving	which	Christ	alone	can	offer.	

(silence)

Merciful God, send now, in kindness, your Holy Spirit to rest on us and on 
this bread and water that they may be signs of your Grace converting us 
from the patterns of this passing world, until we conform to the shape of him 
whose food we now share.

	 Jesus	first	born	of	Mary	
ALL Have mercy on us

 Jesus saviour of the world
ALL Have mercy on us

 Jesus monarch of heaven 
ALL Grant us peace

He whom the universe could not contain is always present to us. He who 
redeemed us and called us by name now meets us as friends together as 
we share bread and water.

(The sharing of the bread and water)

THE PEACE

Christ who has nourished us is our peace. Strangers and friends, male and 
female, old and young, He has broken down the barriers to bind us to him 
and to each other.

Having tasted his goodness, let us share his peace.

The peace of the Lord be always with you

ALL And also with you
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CONCLUDING PRAYERS
ALL In gratitude, in deep gratitude for this moment and one another we give  
 ourselves to you. Take us out to live as changed people because 
 meeting with you we cannot remain the same. Ask much of us, expect  
 much from us, enable much by us, encourage many through us. So Lord  
 may we live to your glory both as inhabitants of the earth and citizens of  
 the commonwealth of Heaven. AMEN

 Loving Father bind us together in love and compassion
ALL and keep us secure as one body. 

 Though we can neither meet nor touch.
ALL Keep us close to one another.

 Whilst remaining safely apart and distant.
ALL Unite us in the body of your son Jesus 

 Hold us until we are able once again
 to break the bread and share the wine, 
ALL together around your table. Amen
  Revd. Alison Tyler

BLESSING

Hymn: Great is thy faithfulness

    


